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Karaimadai on the Nilgiri branch is noted for its great festivals.
Chief villages are Chitrachdvadi, Singdnallur, Komarap&laiyam,
Kurichi, Kuniamuttlir, and Kdlapatti.

There are Christian burying-grounds at Coimbatore and Podantir.

BHAVANL

' This is a large taluk of about 722 square miles, of which however
only 303 are surveyed by the Revenue Survey Department. It is
situated on the north-east corner of the district, and is bounded by the
Cauvery on the north and east, by the Bargur hills on the north-west
and west, by the Satyamangalam taluk on the west, and Erode on the

east.

The drainage is to the Cauvery, either direct or by the Bhavdni on
the south ; a chain of tanks called the Appagudal series runs from the
hills in the north to the Bhav&ni on the south. The taluk is extremely
hilly, and is largely unsurveyed and practically unexplored, its low hills
and their villages being out of the way, unhealthy, and of little present
value. Boughly speaking there are 400 square miles of hills and forest
of which little is known. The Pdlamalai and Bargiir hills are the chief
ranges, and the Ur&chikottai hill, surmounted by a temple, 3 miles north
of Bhav&ni, is a striking feature from its sharp conical shape. This
taluk was formerly one of the principal routes to and from Mysore, the
K&veripuram pass being alternately used for purposes of war and trade.
It was by this route that Buchanan entered Coimbatore in 1800 on his
tour of inspection, but it is now almost abandoned in favour of the route
via Satyamangalam and Hassanftr, while the Bargiir ghat route also
takes off some portion of the foot or bullock traffic.

Its climate on the whole is feverish and hot in the plains, and its
frills are by no means above fever range. It shares in both monsoons,
but, except on' and near the hills, the general rainfall in the south-west
monsoon is not so good in the interior as at Bhav&ni itself where the
rain-gauge is kept, owing to the position of Bhav&ni at the end of the
Bhav&ni river valley, down which the clouds sweep; from Erode rain
may frequently be observed at Bhav&ni and even Perundurai when
none falls elsewhere. Hence the rain returns are somewhat incorrect,
except for the south of the taluk, and the tanks receive no supply till
the north-east monsoon. The south-west winds are little felt in this
taluk. The rocks are, as everywhere, gneissose, intersected by veins of
quartz and in places covered by masses of once fluid limestone (Buchanan).
The soils that are the product of these rocks are in general poor, much
of the clay from the felspathic portion of the gneiss having been washed
down to more fortunate districts; seven-eighths of the soils are red,
above three-fourths being red sand or gravel. The gardens are produc-